JOHN   EVELYN
breaks through the main line of the Downs which
surround the town on all sides but one. Southovcr
lies In a valley on the south of the town, beyond
which are the marshes,, where from the higher
ground the river can be seen winding its way to
Newhaven and the sea. In every direction John must
have found a feast for his eyes; and in the ruins of the
great Cluniac Priory,, founded by William de
Warenne, and In Ms imposing castle, in the old
churches and houses,, and in the traditions connected
with the battle of Lewes and other historical episodes,
the boy's Instinctive love of nature., architecture,
antiquity and archaeology must have received Its first
stimulation,
In February, 1637, after being admitted into the
Middle Temple, he went to Oxford. The entry of
this date, written, we must always remember, by
Evelyn when he was much older, shows that his
educational progress at the Lewes Grammar school
had not been very satisfactory. "I left school/' he
writes, "where, till about the last year, I have been,
extremely remiss In my studies; so I went to the
University rather out of shame of abiding longer at
school, than for any fitness, as by sad experience I
found; which put me to re-learn all that I had
neglected or but perfunctorily gained."
He was admitted a commoner of Balliol College,
where Dr. Parkhurst, succeeded shortly after by Dr,
Lawrence, was Master, and he made friends amongst
others with Mr. James Thlcknessc, "from whose
learned and friendly conversation I received great
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